










































Wessex Tiles in Situ - Keynsham Abbey 
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us that Hitler was prepared for peace (on his terms) and this was positively the 
last 'warning' he would give us. Who cares? 
August2nd 
Arthur went off to a week-end Scout Camp, glad he is out of it, but feel rather 
n~rvous in cas_e I have to tackle Elizabeth and a demolished house without him. 
Midnight till 2 am, several near crashes. 
August3rd 
Short morning raid 8.10 am No noise during 2 evening raids at 10.15 pm and 
1.10 am each of about 20 mins. Leaflets again. 
August4th 
No raids. Mr Churchill warns us that the announcement by Germany that she 
does not intend to invade England is probably a prelude to an attempt to do so. 
August5th 
No sirens. Hectic noise from our own planes. We are simply surrounded by 
aerodromes. Not much sleep till 4 am. 
August6th 
Constant talk of invasion. Concentrations indicate an attempt will soon be made. 
If it is, there will be great loss of life, even if unsuccessful. We all keep reasonably 
cheerful and optimistic, in spite of lack of sleep. My greatest worry is for 
Elizabeth. What would I do with her if I knew the Germans were coming up our 
road. Leave her to her fate, perhaps starvation or separation or should I have 
the courage to kill her - or would that be cowardice? I love her so terribly. I try· 
not to think of it. Siren at 10.20 pm. Final All Clear 1 am. Leaflets again. Arthur 
remained out most of the time. 
August 7th Evening raid 10.30 pm till 1.45 am. 
August8th 
A few crashes between 5 pm - 5.15 pm. A very trying night. 3 separate raids 
between 10.30 pm and 2.50 am. This is far worse than one continual warning 
for Arthur returns, gets to bed and to sleep, and a short while later I have to 
shake him awake, when he dresses and goes out again. The strain must be 
enormous. I do wish he didn't insist that he must go out every time every night. 
It is killing work. If only they would make a rota and take turns. There are at 
least a dozen Specials in Saltford. Bombs dropped tonight at Nailsea, the other 
side of Bristol. 
August9th 
Arthur so tired he slept till 11 am and again from 4 - 7 pm. Short alarm in early 
hours which we were all too tired to hear. Another very trying night with Arthur 
dodging in and out. Sirens going, answering the phone etc. Rather a lot of German 
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planes going over. 
August lOth 
We now stay up till midnight, and await the inevitable first siren about then. 
There was an hours raid from 11.30 pm. Arthur then went to bed saying he 
would only get up again for a real emergency. No-one got up for a short raid 
about 2 am. I got little sleep as I was in a lot of pain with rheumatism in my spine, 
no doubt with so much sitting in the cupboard. A few distant bombs. 
August llth 
Listening to a wireless play when Arthur was called out for a siren at 10.15 pm .. 
Soon after, bombs dropped in Avonmouth direction. Dorothy and I continued to 
listen to the play. About 12.20 am after we had gone to bed, there were some 
very near explosions. Several bombs dropped again in Brislington ( 4 miles) around 
the same roads as before. All Clear 12. 40 am. 
August 12th 
Short morning raid. No noises. Rotten night. Arthur went out on the Alert at 
10.40 pm, got to bed at 1.15 am. Half an hour later, had to drag out again until 3 
am. I wonder how long this can go on? He is so dead weary I have to go upstairs 
and shake him awake if there is more than one raid. He insists he must go out. 
Constantly getting out of a warm bed when overtired, will, in the end stir up 
endless trouble regarding health, I fear. That is going to be the trouble everywhere. 
More people are going to be killed by pneumonia and rheumatism either through 
going on duty or sitting in cold, damp shelters than will ever be killed by bombs. 
August 13th 
Short afternoon raid. Again a foul night producing 3 separate raids and several 
bombs 2 or 3 miles off. At. 10.15pm, at l.20am and again, at 4.15am. 
August 14th 
Early evening raid. Lot of gunfire and explosions. Bombs at Patchway. Quiet 
night, thank God. 
August 15th 
Morning raid from 9.30 am -10.45 am. The night was the worst so far. Almost 
continual row of either guns or bombs from 10.40 pm - 4.30 am. Arthur and 
others on duty spent quite a while lying flat on the road to avoid the blast, for 
several bombs seemed to be coming too near for safety. During a lull at 4 am 
the Specials all went home for a few minutes to see how their families were 
getting on. A most unusual event! Another racket just as Arthur returned to the 
top of the hill again. At one stage Dorothy and I got Elizabeth into the cupboard. 
Fortunately she slept on. We made tea at dawn and had a couple of hours sleep 
before packing up to go for a short holiday to Churchinford on the Blackdowns. 
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We were taking Dorothy with us and all hoped for sleep more than anything 
else. We were away a week, the quiet was heavenly. The racket, we heard, 
continued at home. One night 7 bombs of the 'whistling' type which make a 
shriek as they come down, fell in Keynsham area about 3/4 of a mile from the 
Special's Post on the hill, I am glad Arthur was out of it. Our Specials were 
phoned to go and find where the bombs were. One of them, poking with a stick, 
put it almost on a Time bomb. They all ran like hell, and the bomb exploded a few 
minutes later making a crater the size of a house. Later, Fighter Command phoned 
Saltford that 2 enemy planes were shot down in our area. 
August23rd 
Returned to Saltford, and the racket. 10 pm the raid started. 12.35 am All Clear. 
Numbers of bombs at Radstock, Pensford and St. Georges. Arthur returned 
after this and none of us got up for, or even heard, the second raid from 1.15 - 4 
am. 
August24th 
One morning and one afternoon raid, each of 1 hour. Awful night. Started at 9 
pm. From then until 5 am. no sleep. Guns and bombs every half hour. Some 
dropped in Keynsham (2 miles). Many petrol incendiaries, also an attempt to fire 
the crops. 150 had already been dropped at Midsomer Norton. At one time there 
was a noise as if an express train was rushing over the house, almost felt the 
wind, followed by a terrific crash which shook the house. A whole string of the · 
petrol incendiaries landed in a field near Newton St. Loe about 11/2 miles away. 
August25th 
A 20 min. raid at 8 am this morning. Night raid 9.15 pm till 4 am. A few bombs. 
I fell asleep at midnight but Arthur out till the All Clear. Have not had to get 
Elizabeth up so far. The gun barrage is not ·yet too near or too hectic, and the 
raids only produce a few explosions at intervals, which don't seem to wake her 
up, or seldom. The distance varies - sometimes about 1 mile away, which shakes 
the house, sometimes further off. It would appear that so far the German Pilots 
did not intend to brave the Bristol barrage, so they drop them all round us. So far, 
we have had much more noise, and therefore more sleepless nights, than Bristol, 
and certainly more than London. Blitzes have not yet started, but lack of sleep is 
going to wear us out before they do. Though the bombs have not yet landed on 
top of us, any one is liable to do so any night, which means I am constantly strung 
up waiting to dash to Elizabeth. I have a nightmare dread that she will be buried, 
or injured. If she were not here, life would be quite different. I think I would just 
go to sleep and not bother, as I am so tired. I wish I could get her away. 



But where? I know of no one who would look after her in a safe area. No doubt 
I could get her away if I went too, on some farm, but I just cannot leave Arthur 
when he is going through such a strain. 
August26th 
Short 20 min afternoon raid. It seems that one or two planes came over to inspect 
damage and to photograph, bringing a few bombs with them. There has been 
quite a lot of machine gunning of crowded streets in various towns, too. Arthur is 
now, thank goodness, only officially on duty every other night. That is to say, on 
off-duty nights he will only be called if anything drops near, or there is a block or 
other trouble on the main road. He won't go to bed though, much before midnight 
- waiting to see what is coming. Thoroughly restless. Raid started 10.15 pm. 
Continual row of planes and some gunfire. At 11.30 pm bombs started dropping 
fairly near, ending in some that had the horrid wail of the whistling bombs. These 
are made with a cardboard collar with holes punched in. Some HE's and some 
Time bombs, later known as D.A. (delayed action) fell in Kelston, the village just 
over the River from us. 1/2 to 3/4 of a mile. At 7.30 am the raid being over at 4 
am they phoned for Arthur to go and guard the Time Bomb area. 
August27th 
Arthur went on Guard Duty 8 am - 12 and again 4 pm - 6 pm. Several of the 
bombs had not then exploded. I was in Bristol during a short day raid. At present, 
on the Alert, buses stop, shops close and the streets clear. This is rather frightening, 
as it gives one the feeling that something awful is about to happen and one must 
rush. I hate enclosed places, nothing would induce me to pack in to a street 
shelter, I would always far rather be out in the roads. On this occasion I went into 
Bright's shop till it was over. 9 .1 5pm - 3 .15 am night raid. Arthur out on Duty. He 
has now been made Group Leader in charge of the Saltford Specials, so will now, 
I suppose, feel he must be out whenever there is much row, even if not his Duty 
night. Several bombs some miles away, went to sleep at midnight, as the raid was 
fairly quiet. 
August28th 
Some near bombs at 8.15 am. Night raid 10.15 pm - 5 am. Much din in early 
stages, but not bad later. Arthur not out. All went to sleep. Never heard more 
bombs that came at 2 am. 
August29th 
Arthur now goes on Patrol Duty 9pm - 12 every other night, raid or no raid, and 
continues out until All Clear on Duty nights. Raid 9.20 pm- 3.15 am. Much noise 
of guns and planes, no bombs near, Slept 1 am - 3. 15 am. This is becoming a 
rotten existence. At one time, for a short while, I was so tired I could sleep at any 
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odd hour during the day. But by now, having for so long had little sleep night 
afternight, I am getting past the sleepy-tired. I cannot really rest at any time. 
Sleep in daylight is impossible. At night during the odd 2 or 3 hours, I sleep with 
one half of me. A deadening existence of work all day, and fear all night, without 
the slightest relief or outside existence. Arthur is always out. 1 go nowhere and 
do nothing, no outside conversations. How I envy those who are free to know 
the communal life of raid duty. Those in Police or Civil Defence who go on Duty 
in groups. Who can have some sort of life and outside exchange of views, even 
if there is danger and cold and tiredness. 
August30th 
Evening raid 9.20 pm. Gun fire early. Some bombs at Weston-Super-Mare later. 
All Clear at 2.10 am. We all slept from midnight. 
August 31st 
Arthur on Patrol 9 pm. Raid 9.20 pm. He returned at 2 am. Not much noise, 
early gunfire. 
September lst 
Warning 9.15 pm - 3.15 am. Long quiet spells, but the few noisy ones produced 
bombs very near. In a field in Saltford near Grange Road. Some on the 
Ammunition Dump on Ashton Hill, about 3/4 mile. Also Newbridge and Twerton, 
a couple of miles towards Bath. Queen Charlton and a few in Bristol. 
September 2nd 
Short afternoon raid with a few bumps. 10.10 pm - 2.30 am at night. Not much 
doing. Time bomb exploded in Saltford at 6.20 am. 
September 3rd 
Short afternoon raid. Arthur back at School. Night raid 9.15 pm - 3 am. Fierce 
gunfire and some bombs near enough to shake the house. This kept me awake 
from 1 am - 3 am, but Arthur, Elizabeth and Dorothy slept through it all. 
September 4th 
2 very noisy raids, morning and afternoon, of 1 hr each. Kept bringing Elizabeth 
to the cupboard. Arthur on Duty for the worst night we have yet had. Gun fire 
much of the time 9.30 pm - 5 am. Bombs all over the place, Bath, Bristol and in 
between. Bathford and several in the Saltford area. Brislington, Knowle and 
other parts of Bristol. Halfway through, the strain of remaining in bed was too 
great. Got Elizabeth into her small cot in the cupboard where she slept on. 
September 5th 
Following a sleepless night, we had a very noisy 1 hr raid this morning. After 
that, a terrific explosion of a Time bomb dropped last night in Saltford. Then I had 
to do some shopping in Bath. Another raid which I spent in the Salvation Army 
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Shelter 12.15 - 1 pm. Much noise. A plane had machine-gunned people in 
Brislington. I am getting dubious about letting Dorothy take Elizabeth out during 
the day. Night raid at 9.15 pm. We all mostly slept from midnight, not much except 

gunfire. 
September 6th 
Odd gunfire during the day, but no sirens. A fajjrly quiet night, though the Alert 
was on from 9.30 pm - 2.30 am. Arthur on Dufy. 
September 7th 
The happenings of this day seem to prove that miracles can still happen. At the 
Cathedral School in Bristol, the bell had just beem.rung for the 11 o'clock break. In 
2 or 3 minutes the yard would have been full of boys and masters, Arthur included. 
But one minute before they got there, a plane suiddenly, without a siren warning, 
dropped 5 bombs on the school. 3 fell in the, fortunately, still empty yard. One 
bomb demolished the Head's house. He hadjusll gone in to it and fetched a book 
but heard the bomb coming and dived under the dining room table, from which he 
was later dragged suffering only from shock. Thee Lab was also destroyed. Usually 
a class would have been in progress there, but the boys had been taken to the 
Cathedral garden for a Botany lesson. No one was killed, only 2 boys slightly 
injured. I suffered a horrible sinking feeling when Arthur later recounted the tale. 
Night raid 10.15 pm - 5.30 am. There is a special 'Invasion' and 'Parachute' 
scare on. Instructions have just come through that Specials are to take it in turn to 
go out with the Home Guard to patrol the streets from 7 pm - 6 am stopping all 
cars and pedestrians. Home Guard may challenge and shoot, but not arrest. Police 
may arrest but not shoot, so it seems that both are needed to cover anything that 
may arise! More night work. 3 night raids between 8.45 pm -12.10 am. Arthur 
out. He was on this special Home Guard duty 4 am - 6 am so had to be shaken 
awake for that, he is getting almost doped with tiredness, not much sleep for any 
of us. 
As life went on like this, day and night, by now pmducing 2 or 3 day raids and 2 or 
3 night ones most days, to read a repetition of tlhis would be as dull as the actual 
experience of it became. I will not give a day to da:y report but only tell of occasional 
particular upsets. London was now beginning to be bombed day and night which 
added to my anxieties, but did not cause the bombing of our area to cease. Very 
worried about Lilah's safety in Beckenham, md also Russell and his family 
(Sandhurst, Kent) are in the area where most of the German planes are being 
shot down. As well as the family, I have many dear friends in London whose 
safety means a good deal to me. Daddy, fortunately has left London and gone to 
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live with his sisters in Southport. London badly bombed day and night over this 
week-end. On Saturday 308 killed, 1,400 injured. Lilah writes that Beckenham 
has been in the thick of it. 
Try to phone Lilah, cannot get on, only priority. Send telegram. Days go but with 
no reply. Speech from Churchill saying we may expect Invasion in a week or 
two. Germans massing above entire French, Dutch, Danish and Norwegian 
Coasts. London behaving very well. Awful slaughter, 70-90 enemy planes shot 
down almost daily. The Battle of Britain is on. Planes and bombs falling like flies 
around Russell. Fortunately mostly open country. 
Buckingham Palace bombed. Madame Tusaudes, Burlington Arcade. Many old 
city churches. Later, news of damage to House of Lords, Somerset House, 
Regent Street, Piccadilly Hotel, Law Courts, and again, Buckingham Palace. 
September 15th 
185 German planes shot down to 25 of ours. 300-400 planes again bombed 
London in daylight. 
September 16th 
Germans say we are using poison gas. This is not true, but may be their prelude 
to using it on us. I dread this. It means that I would not then dare to leave 
Elizabeth to sleep on after a siren. She will have to be away from the windows 
ready to put on a gas mask - though goodness knows how that will be done. in 
spite of all my coaxing, she screams at the very sight of her mask, and would . 
have hysterics if ever I had to force it on. I would need to tie her hands down. I 
don't blame her. To me there seems hardly any air in the things, and after keeping 
mine on for one minute I always feel in a panic that I shall stop breathing. in fact 
all my life I have had that intense fear of confined spaces. Being packed in 
crowds. The small air raid cupboard sends me crazy. I long to be out in the 
garden. The same applies to gas masks and Elizabeth thinks the same on this 
subject. An interesting discovery is that people on the whole are far braver over 
raids than any of us expected to be. For anyone to say they are not frightened is 
just a lie. At the same time people have one particular thing they specially fear. 
One person who will take a rush of H.E. 's without turning a hair, will tum sick 
with fear at the thought of gas. Another will fearlessly leap upon any incendiary 
bomb and beat it out but will shiver at even a distant HE. bomb. For myself, I 
would far sooner face any bomb injury, or rush through any fire caused by 
incendiaries, than I would face the awful, haunting thought of being buried alive. 
September 17th 
Letter from Daddy in Southport. Bombs have dropped near Uncle's house in 
Liverpool. A great deal of damage has been done around our old house in 
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Streatham so I am glad he left London. 
We still seem to have our morning, afternoon and evening raids. Taking a radius 
of about 2 miles, and drawing a circle round our house, i" is estimated that 
somewhere within that circle, nearly 100 bombs have fallen, not counting hundreds 
ofincendiaries. These include ordinary HE's, Time bombs. Shrieking bombs and 
Petrol bombs. 
German submarine sank Canadian bound evacuee ship. Only 1 of the 90 children 
saved. 
'Rumour' seems to be demolishing one by one, all the buildimgs in London! In 
51!2 weeks the Germans have lost 4,000 trained airmen against 348 of ours, and 
1,867 planes against 600 of ours, but still it goes on. Liverpool now being 
bombed. 
September 21st 
Lilah writes that some bombs fall on Beckenham every night. One fell on a 
house 4 doors away. Another on the post box almost opposite. All this is very 
distressing yet I have to admit that the actual damage and loss of life is really far 
less that it might sound from the accounts. Blitzes have not really reached their 
height. Bombs are mostly in the 250 lbs category. These can dlemolish the actual 
house they fall on. For the rest, windows and so on may be smashed in many 
surrounding houses, but few people in them are killed. So when one inspects 
'said damage' whether in London, Bristol or Liverpool, one sees 'gaps' here 
and there. They seemed terrible to us until we later had to become familiar with 
the results of 6 or 7 hours continuous dropping of bombs, maruy of them of 1,000 
lb, some of 2,000 lbs. 

Submitted by Elizabeth Sabin 
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QUEEN CHARLTON 

Keynsham Abbey held the Advowson and Rectory of (Queen) Charlton Church. 
Although the original Foundation Charter of the Abbey is missing, the Prise-Say 
documents (Vincent, Proc Bristol & Glos Soc. 1993 ) state that this was part of 
the initial grant to the Abbey. In 1292 , when Keynsham parish Church was 
appropriated to the Abbey, Queen Charlton Church was mentioned as one of the 
five dependent chapels (Dugdale, Monasticon 1661). 
In 1972, Mr Clifford Humphries, Churchwarden of Queen Charlton, asked Douglas _ 
Sprague and myself to undertake a small excavation in the south-eastern part of 
the churchyard where the Sexton had great difficulty in digging graves because of 
underground walling. We were delighted to do this because of the connection with 
Keynsham Abbey, whose excavation and history we had been working on then 
for ten years. So, with the permission of the Vicar of Keynsham we consented. 
Our first task was a thorough examination of the present building and then to 
discover the history of the church and examine all the Church records, both in the 
church safe and at Somerset Record Office. 
The most obvious, intriguing feature in the Church is the walled off portion south 
of the Chancel.Elegant arches with lovely carvings lead nowhere and a man with 
a "balaclava" helmet has his nose against the blank wall. Obviously, some kind of 
chantry chapel had once stood beyond the arches. 
It was necessary to trace the ownership of the Manor and advowson of the Church 
backwards to the Dissolution. Having found a link with the Hunstrete Estate, a 
search of these estate papers deposited at SRO, revealed a Faculty of 1795 and a 
plan and survey of the estate in 1760. The Bath and Wells Episcopal Office at 
Wells kindly provided a copy of the Faculty of 1860. Nothing else of relevance 
was found. These two Faculties revealed that a chapel and south porch had been 
built before 1337 and taken down in 1795. The South Porch had been rebuilt but 
taken down in 1860 and then rebuilt on the north side of the Nave. 
The churchyard was enlarged on the north, east and south sides, when some 20 
perches of land were sold to the then incumbent, George Druce Wymme 
Ommanney, by Francis Vickris Dickinson in consideration of the sum of £11 - 5s. 
The new area was consecrated on lst April 1861 from llam to 3pm.(SRO DID/ 
B 38). 
The churchyard south of the Chancel is some 20 feet (6. 15m) wide and bordered 
by the boundary wall of the Manor House on the south. This latter wall was built 
in 1861 when the churchyard was enlarged, taking in part of Manor House grounds, 
and the old boundary wall taken down. It is likely that foundations of this still exist 
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in the churchyard. Accordingly, a rectangular excavation area, 3ft (0.9m) wide 
· was laid out parallel to the south wall of the Chancel at a distance just south of an 
iron-railed tomb and vault in which were buried members of the Ford family, who 
once lived in the nearby Fords' Farmhouse (fig. I) This vault occupies an area 9ft 
2in (279m) by 7ft 3in (2.20m) and lies parallel to and at 3ft 7in (l .09m) from the 
south wall of the Church. Conditions for excavation were very difficult. A huge 
yew tree had spread enormous roots all over the area, and apart from the box 
tombs, flat slabs etc., the whole area had been used as a dumping and bonfire 
area for churchyard rubbish. The layer immediately below the topsoil yielded 
several sherds of 19th and 20th century pottery and items such as rusty hacksaw 
blades, wreath wire, plastic foam etc. and a penny of 1873. At a depth of lft 
(30.Scm) was an E-W wall 2ft 6in (76cm) wide whose northern face was only 
3in (7 .6cm) south of the Ford vault . The top of this wall was excavated to its full 
E-W length of 25ft Sin (7 .7Sm), although the western end had been robbed out in 
the past. The eastern end had been considerably damaged by the Yew tree roots, 
some of which had to be removed to locate walling stones, and, at this stage, it 
was impossible to discover if the wall turned north or south or terminated here. 
Examination of the northern face of the wall was only possible for a few inches in 
width and depth because of the proximity of the ;Ford vault. However, this face 
was an internal one because creamish plaster, 0. 7 in to 1.25in (1.8 to 3cm) thick 
still adhered to its surface from a point 4ft (1.22m) from the western end of the . 
walling and extending for 11 ft Sin (3.48m) towards the east. Later excavation at 
the western end of the wall revealed that the plaster extended to within a few 
inches of the base of the wall. 
Excavation continued along the southern face of the wall which was built upon 
bedrock at an average depth of 26.Sin (67cm ). This depth was fairly consistent 
along the entire length,· except at the western end where it appeared to drop 
away. This drop was not further investigated due to burials in the vicinity. The 
fact that the plaster on the northern face extended to a depth of about 24in ( 61cm) 
was puzzling because the floor there seemed well below that of the Church. 
However, further investigation revealed that the floor level of the Church was 

. 20in (SOcm) below present ground level. Scattered all over the site, within a few 
inches of the top of the wall, were a considerable quantity of window glass 
fragments and three pieces of window lead. 
With the exception of four small pieces of medieval glass, all were either semi­
clear or varying shades of yellow These fragments were composed of Crown 

· and ''Nailsea" type sheet glass, probably 17th or early 18th century. Two fragments 
bore the traces of a glazier's cutter(probably a wheel) and had not broken correctly. 
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This could indicate that some repairs had been undertaken on site. One fragment 
of the medieval glass bore traces of two lines and was probably a border. A 
probable date would be 14th /15th century. These four fragments could well 
have been used in the same window. The three pieces of lead are of a type 
known as flat-beaded and can be placed at c. 18th century. Several sherds of , 
18th century combed ware and fragments of late l 7th/early 18th century bottle 
glass, plus numerous nails and five pieces of roof lead were recovered. Close to 
the base of the wall were tiny sherds of Ham Green ware and two fragments of 
roof and ridge tiles. A surprise find was a Roman coin of 340 AD. caught in the 
south face of the wall at a depth of 13in (33cm), some 18ft (5.49m) from the east 
end of the wall. 
The exposed walling was very neat, almost Roman in appearance, constructed 
with local pennant stones and, because of its position and internally plastered 
north face, this certainly demarks the southern extent of the chantry chapel 
referred to in the Faculty of 1795. Wishing to ascertain the E-W extent of the 
Chantry, excavation was attempted to locate the north and south returns to the 
church. Investigation at the eastern end was limited by a grave to the west and 
the Yew tree to the east, so the trench was staggered to miss the obstacles. The 
roots had displaced wall stones and it was necessary to excavate 3ft (9 lcm) in 
depth before the remains of wall footings were located - At a depth of lft lOin 
(56cm), under a root, a 15th century worn, bent, Nuremburg token or jetton was 
found. A rain-water gully alongside the church prevented further excavation 
towards it. At the east end of the main wall was an area of stones, roughly 35in 
(89cm) by 17in ( 43cm) running under the southern face (possibly remains of a 
buttress). 
Having located the eastern extent of the chapel, an attempt was made to locate 
the western limit and the original south doorway. There was considerable 
disturbance here due to grave digging and stone quarrying of the bedrock. A 
brick built vault of a box tomb was quite hazardous and prevented full exploration. 
A number of stones from a wall had been displaced but on the northern face of 
the main wall there was evidence of a wall of similar width having been keyed 
into it at right angles. A dressed bath stone was located and this could represent 
a corner keying stone at the junction of the west and south walls. No signs of the 
south doorway could be found in the area available for examination. 
The external dimensions of the destroyed chantry chapel were estimated to be 
14ft (4.29m) by at least 25ft 6in (7.77m). It was not possible to accurately 
define the western limit nor locate the position of the original south doorway. 

Barbara Lowe and Douglas Sprague 
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ESSAY ON A WALKABOUT BY CLLR. MIKE RAWLINGS GIVEN TO 
MEMBERS OF KEYNSHAM HISTORY SOCIETY ON 19-06 2002. 

HANHAM ABBOTS. 
The hamlet was mentioned in the Domesday Book as follows: "lands of Erulf 
dettesding- the same Ermulfholds Hanum, and Humbald holds it from him -
Edric held it. In the demesne are two ploughs with 8 borders and 4 slaves. It is 
worth and was worth 40 shillings". The Tithe map commissioners of 1843 describe 
the village as follows "the hamlet of Hanham lyeth in the Parish of Bitton in the 
Hundred of Langley and SwineHead three miles from the city-" containing by 
estimation 1195 acres of which 407 are cultivated as arable land, 528 as pasture 
land and 65 acres are as homesteads and orchards. 
The journey begins at the County Bridge at Keynsham where, proceeding to 
Willsbridge, the fields to the left hand fronting the river have much history to relate. 
This area was a common field and is known as Sydenham Mead. Prior to enclosure 
in the nineteenth century this area provided 49 individual plots of arable land to 
entitled residents. This field is a water meadow, and each year during the winter 
season will be flooded by the River Avon and will receive sediment providing rich 
lands for crops. There are 4 such meadows hereabouts. Later on we shall learn of 
Edensfield Mead actually in the Parish. 
Sydenham was the spot where the Duke of Monmouth had his Army camped in 
1685. To this day pistol balls and coins dropped accidently by his Pitchfork Rebellion 
are unearthed. Monmouth, having reached this place,began a retreat to Norton St. 
Phillips, and finally to Sedgemoor,and defeat. 
Near to Willsbridge we pass Londonderry Farm, again to the left of the highway. 
The unusual name is derived from "Londoners" and was purchased by Richard •. 
Jones in 1606 when it was described as a Roveless Tenement called "Burnt House". 
This was thought to be because of the Duke's army the year earlier. Jones rebuilt 
the House and sold it to Thomas Coster MP for Bristol. Jones created a charity for 
the Poor of Hanham out of Sydenham Mead, which finally ceased during the 1970 
decade, when inflation caused the yearly rent charge of £5 to be of little value. The 
Clapp family have farmed this land since 1914 and the house appears much as 
Jones left it. 
The Avon and Gloucester Railway ran along Brockham to Londonderry Wharf 
and Keynsham lock near to the present day Marina. The streets of Bath were lit 
with gas from the late 18th century and coal from Coal Pit Heath provided fuel to 
produce the gas via this dramway. Roads at that time were only suitable for non­
wheeled traffic.The Gravity/Horsedrawn Avon and Gloucester Railway began an 
extension of a line which ran from Coal Pit Heath, Rams Hill Colliery to a wharf 
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in St. Phillips, Bristol. The Act of Parliament 1828, authorizing the Dramway 
from two wharves at Bitton to a junction of the original line at Radway Hill, was 
passed. The method of locomotion was by gravity - horses hauling the empty 

. coal skips back to the Pit Head. 
The Railway lingered until 1890 when a branch was connected to California Pit, 
Oldland. An entry in Hanham Abbots Parish council minutes of 1901 record" Mr. 
Cockram spoke respecting the inefficient manner in which notice of approaching 
trains when crossing the road at Willsbridge, was made by the person in charge, 

. and th,e clerk was instructed to write to the California Colliery, Cadbury Heath, 
respecting it." 
At the junction of the Keynsham road with the Bath road at Willsbridge, on the left 
side of the Keynsham road, is the original way and crossing station of Avon and 
Gloucestershire Railways - now a garage of Brockham Hill House. From that 
place, looking across the Bath Road, in the middle of which is the original Turn 
Pike road sign, the Turn Pike Toll House was in the middle of that junction. Picture 
A shows this building between 1870 and 193 0 when it was "The Railway Tavern". 
The writer can remember it in the 1950's when it was a ladies' hairdressing shop. 
Traffic had to go around it and the road width was very narrow. For this reason 
the building was demolished at that time by Gloucester County Council, and the 
road was reformed into a roundabout. Brockham Hill House, complete with guard 
dogs in stone, was the home of a local philanthropist Mr. Cunnington, who assisted 
coal miners in the General Strike of 1928. With his brother he left the house and 
garden with the wish that cottages should be erected and the remaining garden 
enjoyed by local elderly folk. Beyond Markham House can be glimpsed Cleeve 
Woods - an ancient wood mentioned by Creswicke in his map of 1670 and the 
Tithe Map of 1843. Ifwe turn left at Brockham and proceed towards Willsbridge 
Hill, we pass by the ·Queen's Head Tavern and hat manufacturers (shown on 

· Creswicke's map) owned at that time by Mrs. Masters. Since then it has,with 
adjoining cottages, served as a tanyard, slaughterhouse, laundry, brewery, 
blacksmith, farriers, carters, staymaker and hat and boot manufacturer, · 

. Alittleway up Wdlsbridge hill is Willsbridge Castle formerly called Kyte House, 
which has been a domestic building since 1652, but became the home of Thomas . 
Pearsall in 1798. Mr. Pearsall was an internationally known ·composer and chorus 
master of Madrigal choirs. He composed "Oh who will ride. the down so free" 
well known to lovers of early madrigal music, and was the son and heir of Thomas 
Pearsall.• This man -Robert Lucas Pearsall - retired to Switzerland in 1842. The 

... person who bought the estate, Captain Robert Stratton, converted the house into a 
mock castle.Jn 1857 the building became the James T Lightfoot Seminary for 
ladies, and in 1880 Ellll. 8Jld Kat~ Fraser's Academy. for young .ladies .. 
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Upon reaching the summit ofWillsbridge Hill - fornerly called Stouts Hill -we 
turn left into Court Farm Road formerly called Limekiln Way. At the rear of the 
bus shelter to the side of Northfield House,a German high explosive bomb fell 
during 1940, probably intended for Fry/Cadbury's Factory and a further two 
which landed at Stone hill. Northfield was the residence of the Willsbridge miller­
the last was Miss Bull who died around 1960. She was a property developer and 
built an estate of semi-detached houses at Whittocks Road- still highly regarded 
locally and labe1led' Bull built' by local estate agents. A few steps along Court 
Farm Rd. is Kilnhurst Close, a source of burnt lime - the last owner was Oliver 
Keeling of Keynsham. In 1905 a Roman stone coffin was unearthed from the 
3rd/4th centuries containing the bones of a young Roman girl. The coffin may be 
seen in Bristol City Museum. During the War, the Lime Kiln's premises were 
used by the Government and were finally removed in 1960 by a local builder for 
an estate of bungalows. Before arriving at Court Farm, on the right of the road 
are late 18th century farm labourers' cottages built in local Blue Lias Stone, 
complete in every way except for a l 920's front door. The garden walls and 
gardens are delightful in summer and give an excellent idea of a cottage of the 
late 18th century. On the left hand side, an old local stone bungalow is seen and 
this building was the Lime works' stables for Keeling's horses and the surprise 
shown on entering the premises is to find that, as it is built into the side of a stone 
quarry, it is a two storied building. 
This Quarry was the source of much Blue Lias for buildings both at Bitton and 
further a-field. On the 12th March 1798 at a meeting at Bitton Vestry (forunner 
of the Parish Council) was a proprietor of the Lime Works, called Tom Stibbs. A 
sum of £170 was collected for ''the defence of King and constitution against the 
attempts of their violent and inveterate enemy the French". 
The Tithe map of 1843 again shows two lime kilns in this area. Court Farm 
Green is a Public open space, albeit small but it gives an excellent prospect of 
Court Farm Barn built around 1830, following Creswicke's selling large portions 
of the estate. It has original ironwork on its doors and is crowned by a statue of 
a lady reported to be Ceres, goddess of the harvest. The statue is reputed to 
have come from Keynsham Abbey and it probably represented a Christian saipt. 
However, in the age of enlightenment it would have been more fashionable to 
have renamed the image to a Greek Goddess. We know that it was erected on 
5th January 1839 by a local man John Couch, and the cost was 7/- (shillings) per 
day, and 1 shilling (5pence) for the boy who helped to erect the statue on the 
Barn roof. 
Proceeding westwards to Stephen's Green, which was shown on the Tithe Map 
of 1843 as Tillies Green,- this new name is interesting. The famous ink 
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manufacturer owned the Court at the early part of the 20th century and owned 
the Green. The original gate posts to the Court are still in place at the extreme 
west end of the site. An agreement between Hanham Abbots Parish Council and 
the Stephens family was made and so the Green was renamed and the Council 
took ownership. 
The Council planted the Lime Trees around that time - now bluebells and 
snowdrops, together with masses of daffodils, adorn the Green in Springtime. 
Near the gate at the west end of the Green, hidden in undergrowth, lies the 

· village Pound- a post-medieval ruin where stray animals were impounded until 
some seventy years ago. Behind the Pound, northwards towards Stonehill, lies 
the lost village. The Parish Council has a map of the earthworks in the field, but 
little is known of the remains and further investigations need to be done on the 
site to find out what is under the soil. 
Beyond the old entrance pillars to Stephen's Green westward lies the village 
Pond. The Pond is the haunt of great crested newts as well as toads and frogs. 
During the 17th century a Pipe consisting of hollowed-out tree trunks was laid 
from Hanham Mills to Lawfords' Gate Bristol and it is supposed that the Pond 
was the Header Tank to provide pressure for the water supply to Bristol. The 
Pond was used in the 19th century by the adjoining Brewery to water the horses 
used in the business. Retracing one's steps back to the Green can be seen Hanham 
Court Lodge; although the original building was razed to the ground around 1990, 
it has been rebuilt to the original design. Inside the estate, the group of Church, 
Tithe barn and House form a typically English group, and the estate was held by 
Keynsham Abbey. The oldest building of the group is the Church of St. George, 
which is 14th century, with a plain 15th century tower, a wagon roof and at the 
east end a Lady Chapel now used as a vestry. At the south end are three bays. 
The entrance door and porch are 14th century originals, including the locks on the 
doors. The treasures contained in St. George's church are a lovely Pillar Piscina 
from the 13th century and a 12th century Norman Font in Caen stone. 
A most tuneful pre-reformation bell in the Tower is rung during divine service. 
The Tower and cupola are 19th century. The original wrought iron entrance 
gate\ with the Creswicke Coat of Arms has recently been replaced to its original 
position and the 17th century wall paneling of the main rooms is in store awaiting 
restoration. 
Whilst the Tithe Barn is said to be 12th century, Pevsner has said that the 
construction is 15th century as it has a central two storey Porch with Tie and 
Collar Beams, and arched wind braces in its roof construction. These Red 
Sandstone buildings contrast with those of Court Farm which are in Blue Lias 
Lime Stone. To the rear of the Tithe Barn is an ancient dog kennel, thought by 
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locals to be 18th century, and unusual in its design of stone. To the rear of the 
Court is a well, written by locals as belonging to the Canons' Grange, but has not 
been officially identified by experts as such. The Hanham Court Estate was 
bought from Thomas Colston by the Creswicke family in 1638. Sir Henry Creswicke 
was Mayor of Bristol in 1660 and a personal friend of King Charles II, who 
knighted him in 1663. King James visited Hanham Court between those dates 
When Francis Creswicke, a grandson of Henry, owned the estate in 1685, the 
lands included Sydenham Mead. During the occupancy of the Duke of Monmouth's 
Army, Francis visited Sydenham and spoke to Monmouth regarding compensation 
for loss of bay and damage,and this prompted a local landowner, Sir John Newton, 
of Barrs Court, Cadbury Heath, to gain an arrest warrant on Francis on the basis 
of"Being in favour of rebellion and in correspondence with the enemy". Francis 
was arrested and imprisoned at Thornbury and Gloucester. Further investigations 
were made and the correspondence proved to be a bill for compensation and 
Newton was found to have bribed witnesses to testify against Creswicke. Francis 
described Newton as a "neighbourly adversary" and charges were dropped. 
Francis Creswicke then got into more hot water by the murder of the Irish attorney, 
General R. Rochford in Dublin and was imprisoned there for many years, having 
been found guilty of this act of murder. 
During the 18th century the estate became heavily in debt and, early in the 19th 
century, the last of the Creswickes, then living in Willsbridge, married Sarah Ann 
Burgess, the daughter of the landlord of the White Hart (now called the Lock 
Keeper). Sarah had been born at the Queen's Head, Willsbridge, and was as 
wealthy as Henry. Together, they sold the land and emigrated to Barrie, Canada, 
where Henry helped to found the Canadian Pacific Railway. 
Henry Creswicke's Day Book is held by Reading University Library and can be 
viewed at the White Knight's campus. Creswicke Evenue, Hanham, is named 
after the family that owned Hanham Court Estate as long as the Black Canons of 
Keynsham. A walk along Ferry Road from Stephen's Green will bring one to 
Hanham Mills. Upon reaching the Avon River bank, to the left is a car park with 
a field at the rear which was the second common field, Evenfield Mead. Again, 
each winter this becomes a flood plain for the river and is shown on Ellacombe 's 
map, 1881, as having had 11 allotments in former times. Between 1831 and 1834, 
and again in 1849, Cholera fever broke out amongst the local inhabitants, due to 
contaminated water. 
Retracing our walkabout to Stephen's Green and proceeding westwards along 
Abbots Road, we pass a stile to a field on our right. This item is locally "listed" and 
is known as a "Gloucestshire Stile", a large slab of Forest ofDean sandstone held 
by pennant stone pillars and steps. There are three of these on Hanham Common 
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at the junction of Whittucks Road and Abbots Road. 
Hamhan Common is special to locals and although just a 6 acre field surrounded 
by a stone wall, it was the subject of an Act of Parliament for inclosing land in the 
Parish of Bitton 1819. "George III. Whereas Samuel Whittuck, Lord Henry 
Howard, Molyneux Howard, Henry Creswicke, Robert Jefferey, Reverend William 
McDonald, clerk, Prebendary of Bitton claim to be Lords of several manors of 
Bitton -- John Brown, Young Sturge, Land Surveyors of Brislington appointed as 
official surveyors -- Schedule. 
Open and commonable arable field estimated to be 190 acres in size --­
Whereas the said commons and wastelands in their present state are the resort 
of idle and disorderly persons and are subject to continual encroachments and the 
means of heavy and increasing burdens upon the estates of the persons having 
common rights therein and the said common fields lie intermixed and dispersed in 
small parcels and in their present situation incapable of any considerable 
improvement, if the said commons or wastes were divided and inclosed and the 
surplus after deductions were properly enclosed in a ring fence -" 
This last statement explains the fine stone wall and Gloucestershire stiles enclosing 
the common, albeit reduced from 190 acres to 6. 
The roadway running alongside Hanham common is called Common Road and 
some yards past the common lies a Squatters Cottage. Common Law allowed a 
cottage to be built on waste or common ground as long as it be built overnight and 
that a fire was going within the cottage before daybreak. People would arrive 
and build overnight and much nuisance was caused as the Act of Parliament 
states. Lawless actions such as these were common in the 17th century and 
many complaints were made to Bristol authorities but ignored. In 1667, a complaint 
about Hanham Squatters that large numbers of cottagers settling in surrounding 
woodland "without leave- and generally live there without government or leave-­
and generally create problems". 
During the 18th century the situation became worse and it often became impossible 
to enforce the law. People behaved more or less as they pleased with no fear of 
punishment. In 1726, when there were major industrial disputes in neighbouring " 
Wiltshire towns, rioting weavers were sent to invite local people to their assistance. 
Chiddy Cottage lies in Memorial Road, a continuation of Abbots Road, formerly 
called Pit Lane. Subscriptions were collected throughout the kingdom for John 
Chiddy's widow and his eight children "for the erection of a house at Hanham" 
across the river to the place where John died. The story, well known to Keynsham 
people, is that John spotted a large boulder straddling the railway line where it had 
fallen from the rock face. John used almost super-humam strength to move the 
stone to a safe place but the express train which was due, killed John. His action 
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saved the lives of many travellers on the express. 
The house keys were handed to Mrs Chiddy on 8th January 1878. John's grave 
can still be seen in Christchurch nearby.The lane was renamed Memorial Road 
and a large slate inscription to the side of the house is still legible. 
On the other side of the road is the last remaining coal pit building, closed down in 
the general strike of 1928. 
Returning to Hanham Abbots, we proceed northwards alongWhittuck's Road, 
named after the family of pit owners in 18th and 19th centuries, and on the right 
side, their home, Hanham Hall, which was formerly an hospital and now to be 
developed for domestic housing. The surgery was built in the former grounds of 
the Hall, c. 1985. and is the only public building in Hanham Abbots apart from 
seven public houses. One such tavern is the "Blue Bowl", High Street. 
Tom Cribb was born in what is now known as Furber Road.In 1781, the year in 
question, life was very different from today and fist fighting was normal for rough 
Hanham coalminers and bootmakers. Tom was the best fighter and fought, at 
Wick, a local pugilist called Henry Pearce, and had many fights at a ring located at 
Jefferies Hill, Hanham. Tom eventually trained at the Blue Bowl, where facilities 
existed, and later travelled to London to meet an American Black Boxer called 
Malineaux. He fought bare-fisted, and, in the two bouts arranged, beat the then 
World Boxing Champion and gained the title in 1812. Tom's training at the Blue 
Bowl became impossible due to the crowds who flocked to the pub, so Tom 
purchased a property on the Bristol to New Passage Road. The location was then 
unnamed but became known as Cribbs Causeway. 

Jean and Mike Rawlings 
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BITS and PIECES 

Where is it now? (The bas-relief.- a section of chimney piece.) 
In our last journal I wrote about the Harington family. I mentioned the fact that 
part of a fireplace had been rescued by Inigo Jones some years after the 
original Manor House had been destroyed but its whereabouts was unknown. 
During our summer walk around Kelston I enquired about the unusual carving 
and was told it had been built into part of the Old School house. As the school 
was built by Lieut. Colonel W. Inigo Jones in 1863 it seems perfectly natural 
that, having rescued the bas- relief, he would incorporate it into the building. 
Yard & Pool Barton 
Some time ago, it was brought to the attention of the Local History Society, 
nudged along by Miss Iris Lupinier, that planning permission was being sought 
to build three town houses and nine apartments on the land called Pool Barton 
at the rear of the Pioneer Pub. As there might be some historical/archaeological 
significance to the site, we wrote to the planning office alerting them to this 
fact. 
Since then, several proposals have been put forward, the last one for "eleven 
apartments with associated works". The applicant is Latham & Brownstone. 
All previous petitions have been turned down. Sue Trude. 
CORRECTION 
"Saltford Reminisences" on page 12 of the last Journal [Series 2, no. 3. 2003], 
was written by Bunty Dunford not Elizabeth Sabin. Apologies to both for the 
misunderstanding. 
BOOKS. 
Last autumn another Keynsham "picture" book, "Images of Keynsham" was 
compiled and written by members Barbara Lowe and Margaret Whitehead. It 
was published by "Tempus Books" at £ 12- 99 and all Royalties come to the 
Local History Society. 
Also last autumn, Somerset County Council and Somerset Archaeological & 
Natural History Society published "The Decorated Medieval Floor Tiles of 
Somerset" at £14-99. This was written by Barbara Lowe and includes details 
of 101 different tile designs from Keynsham Abbey. 
VIDEO. 
lst TAKE VIDEO is currently preparing a video illustrating the histories of 
Keynsham & Saltford. Several members of the society will be involved in the 
production and Royalties will be paid to the Society 
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