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Notes From The Chairman

There are several strands to the activities of a typical
local history society and, depending on the inclination and
energy of its members, especially those who make up the
committee; these have various weights in the actual events and
contributions that the organization makes to the local
community. Our Society is a good example of how the mix of
these different activities changes as the years pass. Originally,
the core activity was research into various aspects of local
history but today we concentrate more on arranging informative
lectures, visits to sites of interest and raising awareness of our
past.

One important role that we have always maintained is in
fostering the preservation of items of historical interest. Many
people accumulate books, documents and artefacts through their
lives. Recently, the word “hoarder” has acquired a somewhat
pejorative meaning but it is actually defined as “someone who
safeguards articles for future preservation or use”. Whilst |
instinctively fall into this category myself, | am far from alone.
Each year, the Society is contacted by residents who are clearing
out their houses after a lifetime of accumulating and offer us the
opportunity to take or inspect books and documents that may be
of interest to future generations. This is where the role of our
Archivist is important.

Over the years many documents and some artefacts have
been taken to the Records Office in Bath and at times to
Taunton and Bristol. The records of what is where are not
complete but our current archivist is spending a lot of time with
the Curator in Bath and they are compiling a comprehensive
register of exactly what the Society has there. Some of these
documents are deeds and records of local land transactions



going back several centuries. This is a substantial piece of work
and when it is finished we will have not only a record of exactly
what the Society owns but a very valuable resource for the use
of future researchers.

However hard we work at recording and cataloguing our
local history, it will always be true that it is knowledgeable
individuals who bring together the facts in their areas of interest
and present these as a coherent and interesting whole for the
benefit of others. In the last year we have seen the death of two
such figures, both of whom have played major roles in this
Society and, although obituaries are included in these pages, |
will take this opportunity to pay tribute to them.

Margaret Whitehead was from a local family; she
became involved in the Society in 1987 and for more than thirty
years was a mainstay of the Committee, including a long stint as
Chairman. Her knowledge of local land records, ownership and
families was remarkable and her enthusiasm for all aspects of
local history and heritage could not be bettered.

By contrast, Joan Day’s involvement came from a
different direction. She was one of our founder members and in
1965 chaired one of the several study groups that were the
genesis of the Society. Her focus for that was local crafts and
industry but her real passion was the Brass Industry. With no
technical background, she made herself an expert of
international standing on this aspect of industrial archaeology
and had it not been for her enthusiasm, energy and dogged
determination, there is little doubt that the unique Saltford Brass
Mill would have been destroyed. We are fortunate to have had
her as a member of our Committee for almost fifty years.



Turning to the Journal itself, our editor has once again
brought together a wide range of contributions, concentrating on
the 19th and 20th centuries, that illustrates just how much life
has changed and lets us appreciate the value of keeping all those
old documents!

ek Do/l

Richard Dyson

Chairman

Margaret Whitehead and Joan Day at our
2008 Local History Exhibition.



A Railway Accident at Keynsham
by Brian Vowles

By 1841 the GWR line from Bristol to London was fully
operational with its first station on the line built at Keynsham
but the following year on Saturday 12 March 1842 the Bristol
Mirror printed this sad story.

“A melancholy occurrence took place on Sunday
morning at Keynsham. An elderly man, of the name of Brittain,
was about to proceed to this city by the train which leaves
Keynsham about ten o’clock, and having procured his ticket,
was crossing from the station-house to the opposite platform.

The train was then coming up, and the man was warned
not to cross. He, however, proceeded, and unfortunately at that
moment, the train not being quite to the platform, the engineer
put on the steam, which had previously been shut off, in order to
bring the train to its required position. The man appeared
hesitate for a moment whether he should cross, but went
forward, and the fore part of the engine struck him so violently
on the skull as to cause instantaneous death. One of the arms of
the deceased was cut completely off, and hurled forwards a
distance of 30 to yards. The body was carried into the station-
house, and medical assistance was procured, but only to prove
that the vital spark had fled.

The deceased was upwards of 80 years old, and was
about to proceed to Bristol to attend divine service at
Counterslip chapel, of which church he was a member; and it
was his habit to attend regularly on the first Sunday in each
month, on Which day, in the afternoon, the Lord’s Supper is
celebrated there. As soon as the train reached this city the
resident Superintendent left for Keynsham with an engine and



tender, in order to make full inquiries into the facts of the awful
occurrence.

An inquest was held on the body, on Tuesday, when the
circumstances above stated having been given in evidence, the
Jury returned verdict of Accidental Death, accompanying it with
a recommendation to the Directors to use great caution in
approaching stations, and also to construct a bridge at the
Keynsham station, to obviate the necessity of passengers
crossing on the level of the line. The deceased had been about
forty years an honest and a trustworthy servant of Messrs. Jones
and Co., of the Logwood-mills, at Keynsham.

We have been informed by eye-witness of the
catastrophe, that some individual, to whose conduct the term
thoughtless is the least that can be applied, took up the
unfortunate man’s arm, and ran a considerable distance,
exhibiting it to the passengers. The screams of the daughter of
the deceased, on recognizing the mutilated member of her
unfortunate parent, were of the most heart-rending description.”

Following the recommendations made at the inquest the
Directors had by 1870 constructed a bridge over the line which
enabled passengers to cross safely. When it received its roof in
the 1908 improvements it was referred to as “the most handsome
bridge on the line”.

In the background of the photograph opposite can be
seen Brunel’s original bridge carrying Station Road which was
replaced in a road widening attempt to cope with the increased
traffic to the Fry’s chocolate factory in 1931. The footbridge
was dismantled in 1970 and was sold to the Dart Valley Railway
and is now at their Buckfastleigh station although sadly without
its handsome roof.
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Above - By 1870 a bridge had been installed.

Below- A roof was added in 1908. Small boys would wait in the
confines of the bridge and squeal as they were engulfed in clouds of
steam when an engine passed below.




The History of the Wingrove Hotel

by Sue Tatford

The Wingrove Hotel which used to stand at the start of
Bristol Road Keynsham took its name from the Wingrove
family who lived in a residential property which eventually
became called Wingrove House on this site. It was built in the
early years of the 19th century but the first mention of the house
is in the deed of 1824 (although it may have been built earlier).

Evidence of buildings at this location go back to the
early 1600’s. Prior to 1974 the deeds for the Wingrove Hotel
were held by Keynsham Urban District Council at their
Keynsham offices. The first one they held was dated 1732 but a
later Abstract refers to earlier deeds. One of 1613 stated that the
land originally belonged to the “late dissolved Monastery of
Keynsham”; and two others of 1695 and 1700 mention the Will
of Sir William Whitmore of Apley, in the County of Salop,
deceased. He had bought up a lot of land in Keynsham, as is
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known from references to his name on deeds of other property in
Keynsham. This property passed in turn to his son and grandson,
and by 1732 Sir Thomas Whitmore leased for 99 years “fo
Daniel Durbin, farrier, a piece of land bounded on the north by
the Great Ham, on the south by the road from Bristol to Bath,
and on the east by the land belonging to the Church.” With this
land went certain rights of the first shear or cutting of the grass
and of grazing rights in the Great Meadow or Ham.

In 1749, when Daniel Durbin died, the lease was
renewed in respect of his son Richard, the rent being £4 per
annum payable on Lady Day and at Michaelmas. Richard and
his wife Mary Shallard (married in Keynsham 29" May 1726)
had three children, John (born 1729 in Keynsham), Susannah
(born 1727 in Keynsham) who remained a spinster, and Sarah
(born 1733 in Keynsham) who married Charles Cox, a peruke
maker (a wig maker) of Bristol (married 9 June 1760 in Bristol).
Richard left the property to be divided between these three. By
this time the Toll Gate Acts had been passed and the road
through Keynsham, now the main road from Bristol to London,
was becoming very busy. By 1769 the farriers shop was attached
to an inn with stables called the White Horse, and there were
several other houses on this piece of land. This inn was not the
predecessor of the Wingrove, and it is not known where it was
exactly or when it ceased to be licensed

John Durbin got into financial difficulties and had to sell
a portion of his land 54 feet x 54 feet to Thomas Palmer, a
surgeon. This passed from Palmer to two other surgeons in
succession. When the third surgeon, Thomas Rich died in 1824,
he left this strip of land and the house then built on it, to his son-
in-law William Wingrove, who was also a surgeon. He and his
wife Eliza lived in the house with their family until he died in
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1832 when he left everything to Eliza (including all their
financial problems).

On this section of the 1841 Tithe map Eliza Wingrove is shown as the
owner and occupant of no. 661 coach house & stables and no.662 house
garden & grounds. The properties next door, no.658 the Victoria Arms
Inn & outbuildings and no.659 garden & yard, were owned and occupied
by a John Mitchell.

The 1841 and 1851 censuses show that the Wingrove
family were still in residence but in 1855 Eliza sold the house
for £470. The 1861 census lists the remaining Wingrove family
living three households from the parsonage, so it is possible that
they were still living in the property. It is difficult to identify the
property in the 1871 census but by 1873 it appears in Wright’s
Bristol Directory as Wingrove House, Wines and Spirits Vaults
and Kelly’s Directory of 1875 records M. A. Owers as a wine
and spirits merchant. In the census of 1871 Mary Ann Owers
was living at the Railway station. She was aged 36 and was
living with her mother Ann aged 68 and her brother John B,
aged 35, who was an accountant and station master. It is
believed that the Wingrove became a public house in 1881 and

11



by the time the 1881 census was taken they had moved to
Wingrove House and John Banfield Owers is a wine merchant
and estate agent, living with his wife Portia, and sister Mary
Ann Owers. Kelly’s Directory 1883 listed John Banfield Owers
as a wine and sprit merchant. In March 1883 his sister Mary
Ann died. By September 1883 the following advert appeared...

“Keynsham, near Bristol. Valuable Freehold Residence
and Licensed Business Premises. Messrs H R Fargus & Co. will
sell by Auction at the Lamb & Lark Hotel, Keynsham, on
Wednesday 25th September, 1883, at 5 o’clock in the Afternoon
punctually, subject to conditions to be then produced. All that
Messuage, Dwelling house & Premises, with the Building
adjoining & communicating therewith, known as Wingrove
House, & in connection with which a capital Wine, Beer &
Spirit Business is carried on; together with the Yard, Garden &
Outbuildings attached thereto, now & for many years past in the
occupation of Mr John B Owers, Wine & Spirit Merchant, &
now on lease to him for 14 years, at the yearly rent of £53, from
December 25th 1882. The Dwelling house comprises two sitting
rooms, five bedrooms, kitchen, china pantry & offices. The
Premises have an extensive frontage to the main road, and are
in a first-class position for business purposes. To view apply on
the premises between the hours of 2 and 4; and for further
particulars & to inspect the Conditions of Sale apply to the
Auctioneers, at their Offices, No.4 Clare Street, Bristol; or o
Messrs Danger & Cartwright, Solicitors, 1 St. Stephen’s Street,
Bristol.”

The 1885 Kelly’s Directory again listed John Banfield
Owers as a wine and spirit merchant and accountant.
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So by 1886 the property was called The Wingrove Hotel.
An advertisement appeared in the Bristol Mercury of February
6th 1886. “Billiards. The most spacious best appointed single
table room in the West of England, with the most modern and
perfect table, will be found at the Wingrove Hotel, Keynsham. J
B Owers, Proprietor.” A further advertisement appeared in the
Western Daily Press of July 11th 1887 “Wanted. At once (to
lodge out), respectable young man for general work, to deliver
goods and Mark Billiards. Must be willing and obliging. Apply
Mr Owers, Wingrove Hotel, Keynsham. ”

The Bristol Mercury of April 28th 1888 reported the
transfer of license for the Wingrove Vaults from John Banfield
Owers to Edwin S Horler on 27th April. However he did not last
long there as in the Western Daily Press on September 2nd 1889
the following advertisement appeared. “Mr H J Cox, for nearly
11 years manager of the Lamb and Lark Hotel, Keynsham, begs
to inform his numerous friends and customers that he has taken
the Wingrove Hotel, close to the church, and will, on and after
the 6™ September, be in possession of the same. All Wines and
Spirits will be in first class condition. Further advertisements
will follow.” and on the 6th September on the annual licensing
day, a temporary transfer was granted to Mr H J Cox from the
Lamb and Lark Hotel, Keynsham to the Wingrove Hotel. The
Bristol Mercury of November 16th 1889 reported that “On
Monday evening (11th) presentations were made to Mr and Mrs
H J Cox, the proprietor and proprietress of the Wingrove Hotel,
consisting of a diamond brooch and purse of gold to Mrs Cox,
and a purse of gold to Mr Cox as a token of respect of the
inhabitants on the occasion of their relinquishing the
management of the Lamb and Lark Hotel, after 11 years’
successful management and now taking the Wingrove. ”

13



The business must have been a great success with
auctions being held regularly, as in 1890-91 the property was
drastically altered due to the neighbours on the west side, the
Stokes family who had recently built Beech House, complained
of the noise from the bar, and had opposed the renewal of the
licence. The Bristol Mercury of 23rd March 1891 reported that
“A dinner was held on Saturday evening to celebrate the
opening of a new dining room at the Wingrove hotel. The room
was built by Mr Travers of Bristol and accommodates about 150
persons.” The 1891 census revealed that Henry and Mary are
living at the Wingrove Hotel with their four daughters. He is
described as a hotel proprietor. When Henry James Cox died on
April 14th 1893 aged 46, his wife Mary Ann Cox took over the
business. She was listed in the Kelly’s Directory of 1894, as Mrs
Mary Ann Cox, Wingrove Hotel, and Wine & Spirit Merchant
but the 1897 Kelly’s listed Newman Hall Brown, Wingrove
Hotel, wine and spirit merchant, Bath Street and Mary Ann Cox
does not appear at all.

The Bath Chronicle & Weekly Gazette of 2nd June 1898
featured the following article...

“The Bath and Clevedon Coach.

We have already announced that Mr Henry W Harris had
resolved to run a coach daily between Bath and Clevedon
during the summer months.

The following will be the daily programme. The Venture will
leave the Great Western Railway Station, Bath at 10.20am,
drive through the city, calling at the Grand Pump Room and
York House Hotels, leaving Bath by way of the Park or
Charlotte Street, and the Upper Bristol Road. The first change
of horses is at the Crown Inn, Saltford, the time being 10.55.
People may pick up the coach at Keynsham, where it calls at the
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